






I
am happy to report that YLs are def-
initely getting on the air.  How do I
know this?  From first hand experi-

ence: I am talking to them. 
This year I decided to work on a few of

my YL awards.  The good news is that
there are a lot of YL awards and certifi-
cates available, including many that OM
can earn as well.  Many countries, includ-
ing the United States, Canada, and Japan
have YL awards.  

The awards that I am concentrating on
this year are:

• The YL Century Club (YLCC) - work
100 different YLs 

• The YL-WAS, because I am so close
to completing it

• The YL Friendship Award.

Some of these aren’t difficult, just get
on the air and try to work YLs.  Okay, so
maybe it isn’t that easy.  When I get on
and call for YLs, many OM don’t realize
what I am doing. I have to specify that I
am looking for other ladies and not the
prefix “YL”.       

That leads me back to the YLs being on
the air.  First, I worked a few in January.
Some YLs were on for the YLISSB QSO
party and some I just found calling CQ -
usually there was a big pile-up as well.
Second, in February I got on and called
CQ YL/CQ ladies.  As I mentioned earli-
er, I had to differentiate what I was doing.

My call for YLs resulted in a massive
pile-up.  Woo Hoo!  It’s always fun to run
a pile-up.  The kicker was that they were
mostly OM, but some DX as well.  A few
people weren’t too thrilled at the rate I
was working stations and asked why I
don’t stop and ragchew.  I DO ragchew
sometimes, but in this case it was a very
big pile-up, I wanted to talk to more peo-
ple and was hunting for YL contacts.  

This is one area that we have always had
issues with in the hobby. You have to
remember that just because you like con-
testing, doesn’t mean everyone does,  too.
Those who don’t contest get mad during
contest weekends.  Ragchewers get mad
at short QSOs and people who like short
QSOs get mad at ragchewers.  We need to
respect that many of us have a different

style of operating and that we don’t always
agree. (Okay, off my soapbox.)

The great news is that a lot of YLs
responded to my CQ.  The men would
hunt up their wives to get them on for a
contact.  A few YLs were down in the
noise at first, even when I stopped to call
YLs only, but I think most of them came
up later in the day.  I tried to work every-
one I could.

Not only does this help with the YL
Century Club, but also the YL Friendship
Award.  (Don’t forget to QSL as some
awards need confirmation of the QSO)
Many of the OM found out they could
work the YLCC award themselves.  There
was a bit of confusion over the YL
Friendship Award, though..

The YL Friendship Award is for YLs
only and each YL has to talk to 26 differ-
ent YLs.  The catch?  First, you have to
exchange a tidbit; a favorite color, some-

thing about your hobbies, pets, etc.  This
shows the YLs actually stopped to”make
friends" and have a bit of a conversation.
Then take each YL’s callsign and use one
letter in it to contact all 26 letters of the
alphabet.  Sound easy?   Sure, at first.  Then
try fitting W4JMJ, KJ4AUW and AJ4IJ
along with 17 others into the mix.  So few
letters!  Look at all the Js, As and Ks.  I
am down to five letters at this writing and
looking for gals with those letters fervent-
ly.  You can rearrange as needed, but it
gets to be a big puzzle.  I almost dread get-
ting down to the last letter!

In a period of a couple of hours, I talked
to eight YLs along with Spain, Italy,
France and many OM.  Some of these con-
tacts mean a lot to me because I know the
person on the other end, but we have never
had a chance to meet on the air.  One of
these YLs was Joan Jones, W4JMJ who
is District 4 Chairwoman for YLRL.  I
met her at the Huntsville, Alabama ham-
fest last year.

I also met Kaitlyn Cole, KS3P, in
Huntsville.  Kaitlyn was one of the 2 YLs
who gave me hope for the hobby.  She
was licensed at age 8 and was an Extra by
age 9.  Along with Kaitlyn, I talked to
Ashby Bird, KJ4EGJ, who is 12.  It is
great to see younger hams keeping up
with the hobby.

All in all, I had a blast. I am so glad
that there were YLs listening and even
better, sending their calls!  For more
information the YL certificates that both
YLs and OM can earn and links to DX
YL certificates check out www.ylrl.org
for more information.

YLs On DXpeditions
I hoped to be reporting on the all-YL

DXpedition to VP8-the Falklands this
issue, but the information was delayed.
Don’t worry, I am still in contact with
members of the trip and will get you the
information soon.

Send news!  I need to hear from you.
Where are you going?  What are you
doing?  And if you are at Dayton, stop by
and see me at the Young Ladies Radio
League (YLRL) table. 

33  Cheryl, N0WBV

YLs

YLs are Out There
Cheryl Muhr, NØWBV

Joan Jones, W4JMJ.

Nine year old Kaitlyn Cole, KS3P, at
her rig.
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S
pring is the season for fresh, new beginnings. It’s also a
perfect time to take an inventory of your radio club’s
health.  Has it grown in the last year or is it stagnant? Is

the club “radio active” with lots of activities, interesting pro-
grams, and participating members? In short, is it growing or
standing still?

Keeping a radio club in good health is vitally important.
We’ve observed over the years that there is a strong connection
between strong, active clubs and the growth of amateur radio
itself. For example, clubs that offer classes and VE testing pro-
vide the very lifeblood of growth; not only for the sponsoring
radio club, but for the Amateur Radio Service itself.

Keeping radio clubs alive and lively should be a priority. I
strongly believe that radio clubs that provided licensing class-
es are a big reason why there was a 1.5% growth during 2008
in the number of hams in the U.S. Our numbers grew to 663,500
in 2008. Let’s do our best to help those 28,066 new licensees
get on the air by extending a helping hand from your club.

Speaking of helping new hams, we heard from Bob Patterson,
K5DZE, who is a true Elmer and has a written a book called,
“Now That You Have Your License, Where Do You Go From
Here?” He has made access to this 45-page book quite easy –

and free – by making it into a PDF that can be downloaded.
Check it out at: http://www.k5dze.net/Bookshelf.htm.

Anatomy Of Healthy Clubs
An investigation of successful radio clubs will reveal many

of the same characteristics that identify solid businesses: a clear
purpose, good organization with motivated people, solid plans,
and measurable results.

We’re not suggesting that clubs need a complex written busi-
ness plan.  But they do need a clear focus on certain things that
each member will understand and support.

First, a clear purpose pretty much says why the club exists
and how it will be run.  A club’s bylaws and constitution should
spell that out. Each year, it’s a good idea to decide on a few
objectives that members can buy into. Example: sponsor a train-
ing class and conduct a membership drive. Clubs that don’t
bother to set goals and try to reach them will tend to drift into
a passive coffee klatch mindset.  When that happens, the future
is bleak.

Goals are reached by actions, not words. The challenge is
having enough members who will step up and get involved.
Field Day is a typical example of this. Success certainly

PROMOTION AND RECRUITMENT

Healthy Radio Clubs: 
Keys to our Future

Devere "Dee" Logan, W1HEO

Part of the 33-foot showcase featuring amateur radio’s service to New Mexico at the Sunport Airport. (Photo courtesy
of Mike Langner, K5MGR)
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depends upon active participation.  While some club members
are vocal in making suggestions, few actually roll up their sleeves
and help carry them out. It was ever thus! The better clubs encour-
age participation and motivate their active members by publicly
recognizing their “doers,” even using them as role models.

Club officers generally handle most of the planning and pro-
gramming during board meetings.  A benefit is keeping meetings
less bogged down with business matters.  But members do need
to be involved in the process, since they are critical to success.

Programming 101
Club meetings are primarily where things get discussed, but

they must be interesting and fun to attract and hold members.
We’ve seen many instances where a lack of programs and activ-
ities results in declining attendance and ultimately, the end of
the organization. A good mix of meeting programs plus vari-
ous activities such as Field Day, flea markets, field trips etc. is
a good idea.

We would urge clubs to plan at least one activity during the
year that would promote amateur radio and the club itself. These
events can often involve several club members, and provide a
good chance to meet the public and spread the good word about
ham radio. Even a demonstration at a local emergency opera-
tions center, police or fire department station would be a solid
investment in building your support network.

We’ve collected a few other ideas for club programs in addi-
tion to having interesting guest speakers and topics. First, you
can show a video or film. Some very interesting ones are avail-
able from the Northern California DX Foundation. You can hold
an auction or mini flea market during a meeting.  A show and tell
night is popular, inviting members to show a project and tell about
it. Related to this is a homebrew night, featuring equipment built
by members. Feature a review of a new rig by a member who
owns one.  Have an antenna night, with members describing their
experiences in building them and how they performed. And, tech-
nical programs can focus on specific topics.  How many other
ideas can your club suggest?  Let us know (delogan@
ameritech.net) and we’ll share them with our readers.

A Promotional Case History
Mike Langner, K5MGR, is a New Mexico dynamo who is

doing some great things to promote amateur radio in the
Albuquerque area. He contacted the Ham Radio Promotion
Project (www.neoham.org) for assistance and made ham pub-
licity a part of the 2008 Duke City Hamfest, which attracted
some 2,000 persons. 

But his notable accomplishment was to help develop a 33-foot,
brightly-lit showcase featuring amateur radio’s service to New
Mexico at the Sunport Airport, the state’s largest (see photo). The
display was seen by over 370,000 travelers during the holiday
season. Information cards steered viewers to local clubs.

Thanks to Mike and the New Mexico Amateur Radio Alliance
which is comprised of representatives from several radio clubs.
The project was initiated by Bill Ripley, KY5Q.  Congratu -
lations to all for a blockbuster publicity effort.

What’s your club doing?  Please let us know so that we can
tell our readers.

Devere “Dee” Logan, W1HEO, is a veteran public relations
counselor who has been active in clubs for over 40 years.
Contact him at <delogan@ameritech.net>
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33 Simple Weekend Projects
by Dave Ingram, K4TWJ
Do-it-yourself electronics projects from the most basic to the
fairly sophisticated.  You’ll find: station accessories for VHF
FMing, working OSCAR satellites, fun on HF, trying CW, build-
ing simple antennas, even a complete working HF station you
can build for $100. Also includes practical tips and techniques
on how to create your own electronic projects. 

Order No. 33PROJ $17.95

CQ Communications Inc.
25 Newbridge Rd., Hicksville, NY 11801

516-681-2922; Fax 516-681-2926 Order Toll-Free 800-853-9797

$17.95

The Vertical Antenna Handbook
by Paul Lee, N6PL

You’ll learn basic theory and practice of the vertical antenna.
Discover many easy-to-build construction projects.

Order No. VAH 

VHF Propagation Handbook
The Practical Guide for Radio Amateurs

by Ken Neubeck, WB2AMU & Gordon West, WB6NOA

The combined ham radio experience of the authors
represents many years of VHF observations and
research. Tropo Ducting, Sporadic-E, Aurora, Meteor
Scatter, F2 Propagation, TEP, Combo Modes, it’s all here!

Order: VHFProp $15.95

Shipping & Handling: U.S. & Possessions - add $7 for the first item, $3.50 for the second and
$2 for each additional item.* FREE shipping on orders over $100.00 (merchandise only). Foreign-
Calculated by order weight and destination and added to your credit card charge. 
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Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. Meets
7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ SAV Building.
Nets weekly on 2M, & 20M in the summer.
Come join us for breakfast every Wed. 7:00
a.m. Contact Gene WØKAD, 214 N. Crocodile
Rock Dr., Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 520/207-
4706 or theschou@cox.net. 12/09

Amador County ARC, P.O. Box 1094, Pine
Grove, CA 95665. Usually meets 1st
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr.,
229 NY Ranch Rd., Jackson, CA 95642.
Alternate days or locations will be announced
by the board. Info. 146.835 10/09

Catalina Amateur Rptr. Assn., P.O. Box
425, Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets 2nd Sat.
(even months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown Buffet,
corner of Knott & Lincoln Ave., Buena Park,
CA. Rptrs: AA6DP 147.09(+), 224.42(–) PL
110.9 on Catalina Island; www.cara.nu     12/09

Contra Costa Communications Club,
Inc., WD6EZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El
Sobrante, CA 94820-0661. Meets 2nd
Sun./monthly (except May & Dec.), 8:00 a.m.,
Denny’s, El Cerrito, CA. 145.110, 224.300,
444.275w/ PL 82.5 Info: Victoria Thompson,
KE6FSU, 510/724-4966. 9/09

Downey ARC, Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, CA 90240.
Info. k6tv@arrl.net. Nets: Tues. 7 p.m.,
445.640(–) pl 156.7 & Thurs., 7:30 p.m.,
145.595 simplex, www.downeyarc.org 9/09

East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./month-
ly, 7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 Appian 
Wy, El Sobrante, CA. Info: 510/233-7509,
w6cus1@juno.com. 7/09

El Dorado County Amateur Radio Club,
Meets 4th Thursday/monthly, 7:15 p.m.,
Federated Church, Thompson Way,
Placerville, CA. Net 8p.m. Tuesday 147.825-
PL82.5Hz, POB 451, Placerville, CA 95667,
www.edcarc.net. 3/10

Golden Empire Amateur Radio Society,
W6RHC, meets 3rd Fri/monthly, 7:00 p.m. (rag-
chew 6:30 p.m.), Search & Rescue Building,
2591 Morrow Lane (East end), Chico, CA.
Visitors welcome. Net Tue, 2000 hrs, 146.850
pl 110.9; K6RSC@randallstone.net 10/09

Independent Radio Club, WA6IRC meets
7p.m., last Friday of the month, Lamplighter
Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys,
CA. We are a family-oriented radio club whose
members are interested in all aspects of
Amateur Radio. Check out our weekly nets
Tues. 6 p.m. & Thur. 8 p.m. on 445.340 (–)PL
103.5 & 224.480 (–)PL 110.9. More info,
www.ircradio.org or 3624 Foothill Blvd., #1, La
Crescenta, CA 91214. 12/09

Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 10725
Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 7 p.m.
147.285, www.ncarc.org. For info. e-mail
president@ncarc.org 12/09

North Hills Radio Club meets 3rd Tue
monthly, 7:30 p.m., North County Corporation
Yard, Elkhorn Blvd & Don Julio Blvd. in
Sacramento. Field Day, annual picnic, code
classes, antenna builds & more! Contact
Maynard Wright, W6PAP; P.O. Box 417370,
Sacramento, CA 95841-7370; 916/726-1673;
k6is@arrl.net; www.k6is.org.                  7/09

Oakland Radio Communication Associ -
ation (ORCA) meets first Sat/monthly  (no
meeting July – weekend after Labor Day Sept.);
Oakland Fire Station #1 OES Media Room
(17th & MLK); weekly net Thurs. 7:30 p.m.
146.880 + 77. Talk-in on samefrequency. 
P.O. Box 21305, Oakland, CA 94620-1305,
wb6ner@arrl.net; www.ww6or.com 9/09 

Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Orange County Red
Cross, 601 N. Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA.
Talk-in 146.550 (S). Nets Wed: 7:30 p.m.
28.375 MHz SSB & 8:30 p.m. 146.550 MHz
FM simplex, W6ZE net control. Monthly break-
fast 1st Sat monthly. Contact Ken Konechy,
W6HHC, 714/744-0217; w6hhc@w6zi.org;
www.w6ze.org 6/09

Rio Hondo ARC, P.O. Box 1781, Whittier,
CA 90609, meets 2nd Mon/monthly, 
7:00 p.m.,  Parnell Community Center, 
15390 Lambert Rd. @ Scott Ave., Whittier.
Net Wed., 8:00 p.m., 146.175 (+) PL100.
Contact Vi Barrett, W6CBA,  562/947-1356;
w6cba@juno.com 5/09 

River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard
Facility, 5020 Don Julio at Elkhorn,
Sacramento, CA. Message Phone: 916/492-
6115; www.n6na.org 12/09

Sequoia Amateur Radio Group meets 
the second Saturday each month (except
Dec) 9:30 a.m., Kern River Valley Youth
Center, 3640 Golden Spur, Lake Isabella, CA.
VE exams follow at 11a.m. each month.
For more information contact Mike, 
KA6IYS, 760/378-1028, www.sarg-krv.org or 
sarg-krv@mchsi.com. 5/09.

Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 116,
Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579-9608.
Meets 1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050
Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 
7 p.m., W6SON. Rptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 88.5
www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 9/09

South Bay Amateur Radio Association.
Fremont, Newark, Union City – SBARA meet-
ings, 2nd Fri/monthly 1930 hours, local,
Hurricane Electric, 760 Mission Ct., Fremont.
Visit www.sbara.org. 5/09

South Bay Amateur Radio Club. P.O. Box
536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 3rd
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memorial
Hosp., 3330 Lomita Blvd., Torrance, CA. Talk-
in on W6SBA rpt. 224.38(–). Info: 310/328-
0817; www.w6sba.org 12/09

Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./
monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 Dennison Rd.,
Tehachapi, CA 93561 (The club house at
Mountain Aire Estates). Info: N6MLD, 661/203-
7005, 224.42(–) PL 156.7. APRS 144.390(S).
ARES nets 7 p.m. 147.51(S) Mon.            1/10

Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box
4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police N/E
area Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., Modesto,
CA. Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 145.390(–)
PL136.5. www.saraclub.net 5/09

Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 7:30
p.m. 2nd Wed monthly, Administration
Building, Brackett Field, La Verne, CA, in 
the Pilot’s Lounge. Different guest speaker
every month. Anyone may attend, Ham & 
non-Ham welcome! Club net Sun., 7:00 p.m.,
Mt Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz –600 PL 136.5;
web site: www.tcara.org, e-mail: k6agf@
arrl.net 12/09

United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. Club
station open to members and guests in the
Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM),
Berth 84, Foot of 6th Street, San Pedro, CA
90731. Meetings held 3rd Fri. monthly (except
Aug & Dec), 1900 local in the LAMM. All are
welcome. Monitors 145.52 simplex Tue-Sat
1000-1630 & Sun 1200-1630.                 7/09

Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, Victor -
ville, CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 7
p.m., Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana Rd., Apple
Valley, CA. Talk-in 146.94(–), PL 91.5. Net
Sun. 7 p.m. 146.94(–), www.vvarc.org 01/10

West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 7 p.m.,
Rogers Senior Center, 1706/1718 Orange
Ave., Huntington Beach, CA. Info: Russ,
N6QZV, 714/848-4501. 8/09

Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC)
Meets 3rd Tues. monthly, 7 p.m., Bld J,
Boulder Municipal Airport or Valmont
Community Presbyterian Church, 3262 
N. 61st St., Boulder, CO. Talk-in: 146.70(–)
Info: BARC7Ø@arrl.net or www.qsl.net/
w0dk/ 11/09

Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd Wed,
7:30 p.m., St. Joseph Episcopal Church, 11202
West Jewell, Lakewood, CO. Learning/Tech
sessions  6:30 p.m. Oldest  club in Colorado
(1917). Net Sun 8:30 p.m. 145.490 rptr.;
w0tx@arrl.net; www.w0tx.org 4/10

Connecticut DX Association, (CTDXA).
Meets at ARRL HQ, Newington, CT. 1st Wed.
(except Summer) 7:30 p.m. Contact Dan,
W1ZTQ; 860/583-1165                         11/09

Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572
Englewood, FL 34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./
monthly 7:30 p.m. Englewood United
Methodist Church, 700 E. Dearborn St.,
Englewood, FL,  Rm: Fellowship Hall. Info. Vic
Emmelkamp, K4VHX, 941/473-5560 or
www.earsradioclub.org. 11/09

Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New Port
Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./monthly,
7:00 p.m., 6909 Tierra Verde St., Port Richey,
FL. Rptrs. 146.67(–), 145.33(–), 444.650,
serving all of Pasco County. VE testing 6:30
p.m. 1st Wed/monthly. See website for more
info. www.gulfcoastarc.org 5/09

North Fulton Amateur Radio League
meets 3rd Tues., 7:30 p.m. See www.
NFARL.ORG/meetings.html for meeting
location & directions;145.470(–) PL100,
147.060(+) PL100; 404/434-4499; www.nfarl.
org; info@nfarl.org 5/09

Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for breakfast
in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov at the
Sizzler Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. Contact
John, K1ER, 808/484-9748.                   4/10

Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon., monthly,
7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire Station Number
5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is usually 147.33 MHz
+0.600. ARRL affiliated club number: 1271.
Club web page is www.k9bar.org. 10/09

Fox River Radio League, www.frrl.org.
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Rasmussen
College, 2363 Sequoia Dr., Aurora, IL 60506;
147.21 MHz (+600 kHz, 103.5 Hz), 444.30 MHz
(+5 MHz, 114.8 Hz, IRLP), 2M net Tue. 7:30
p.m., except 2nd Tue. P.O. Box 673, Batavia,
IL 60510-0673. 11/09

McHenry County Wireless Association
(MCWA). Open to all interested in Amateur
Radio. Meets 1st Tuesday monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Nunda Township Office, Bay Road between
Crystal Lake & McHenry, IL. Talk-in 145.41 PL
107.2. VE testing in Woodstock by calling first
— Steve, 847/516-1292, 3rd Tuesday 7:00
p.m. every other month — see web site,
www.mcwa.org 6/09

Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 3508,
Peoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 7
p.m., Red Cross Chapter House, 311 W. John
Gwynn Jr. Ave., Peoria, IL. Superfest each
Sept. Rptrs: 147.075(+), 146.85(–). D-STAR:
144.505 (+), 448.46875 (–), 1272.4000(+).
Web: www.w9uvi.org; e-mail: w9uvi@arrl.net.
Voice mail: 309/692-3378. 12/09

The Starved Rock RC, W9MKS. P.O. Box
198, Tabor St., Leonore, IL 61332. Meets 1st
Mon./monthly, 7 p.m. Rptr. net 7 p.m.
Wed./weekly, 147.12(+) PL 103.5. w9mks@
qsl.net; http://www.qsl.net/w9mks 12/09

Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m., First
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson & Ellis
streets), Wheaton. All are welcome. See our
website at www.w9ccu.org for all club info or
call 630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest each
January. Rptrs: 145.390 (–) 107.2, 444.475
(+) 114.8. 9/09

Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./month-
ly, 7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8833
Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA. Net:
146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. Sun. www.brarc.org
e-mail: brarc@cox.net 7/09

Ozone Amateur Radio Club of Slidell
meets the first and third Thursdays of each
month. 7:30 p.m. at the Emergency Commu -
nications Building at 4th and Cousin Streets
in Slidell. Everyone Welcome. Net: 147.27 pl
114.8 every Friday at 7:30 p.m. Club website:
www.w5sla.net, email: w5py@arrl.net. 5/09

Saint Croix Valley ARC meets at the Calais
Methodist Home, 10 Sunrise Circle, Calais,
ME, 04619, third Sunday of each month, 6:30
p.m.. Contact Mike Breckinridge N1JXP,
207/454-8571. 9/09

Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
(except July/Aug), Salvation Army Boston HQ,
147 Berkeley St. Boston, MA. Free park ing in
adjacent lot. Talk-in: 145.23MHz (–) PL 88.5,
www.barc.org, email: w1bos@arrl.net. 12/09

Framingham Amateur Radio Association
meets 1st Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Sept-June in the
basement of the Danforth Museum,
Framingham, MA. Contact Gordy, K1GB,
781/891-5572; k1gb@arrl.net 01/10

Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets
3rd Tues. of the month during school year.
7:30 p.m. Davison High School, 1250 N. Oak
Rd., Davison, MI 48423; www.qsl.net/w8acw/, 
e-mail: w8acw@arrl.net. 10/09

Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. P.O. Box
1183, Marquette, MI 49855. Meets 1st
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette County
Health Department, R. Schwenke, N8GBA,
906/249-3837; www.qsl.net/k8lod 12/09

Yellowstone Radio Club meets 3rd Mon
except July-Aug., 7:30 p.m., North Park
Center, 19th & 6th Ave., N., Billings, MT.
Contact 147.36/100 Hz tone. Box 883,
Billings,  MT 59103. Testing odd months, 3rd
Sat.; http://www.k7efa.org/ 09/09

Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club (LVRAC)
meets 3rd Tuesday monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation
Army building, 2900 Palomino Lane, Las
Vegas, NV. Talk-in 146.94 (K7UGE Repeater)
PL 100, Offset – 600 Hz; http://www.lvrac.org

6/09 

The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). Meets
1st Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth
MARS Station, Eatontown, NJ. Info: B. Buus,
W2OD, 732/946-8615. 7/09

Gloucester County ARC meets 7:30 p.m.
1st Wed./monthly,  Pfeiffer Community Center,
Blue Bell Rd. & Main St., Williamstown,  NJ
08094. Contact Ken Newman, N2CQ, P.O. Box
370, Pitman, NJ 08071; 856/848-4345; n2cq@
comcast.net; http://www.w2mmd.com 10/09

North America DX Assoc., Inc. (NADXA).
P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 07720.
Jersey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th Mon./month-
ly, 7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, KC2Q, 732/927-
0171; kc2q@arrl.net; nadxa@juno.com;
wr2dx@yahoo.com 8/09

Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM). P.O.
Box 572, Batavia, NY 14021-0572. Meets 3rd
Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m. (except Jul, Aug,
Dec), Salvation Army Community Center,
Corner N. Spruce & E. Main St., Batavia, 
NY, 14020. Public Information Officer, 
gram_radio_club@yahoo.com; http://www.
geocities.com/gram_radio_club/index 07/09
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Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131,
Kew Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd
Tue./monthly, Hall of Science Bldg., 47-01
111 St., Flushing Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m.
Rptr. 444.200 PL 136.5. Info: Voice mail 718/
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 10/09

Orleans County ARC, (OCARC). Meets at
the Orleans County EMO 14064 W. County
House Rd., Albion, NY 14411, 2nd
Mon./monthly 7:30 p.m. Contact: Marion
Toussaint, KA2BCE, 585/798-0861.        1/10

Orange County Radio Amateurs meets
monthly 2nd Mon. at 7:30 p.m. at Sunrise
Church, 1315 New Hope Trace, Chapel Hill,
and weekly Sat. at Hillsborough Bojangles,
330 S. Churton St., abt 9:30 a.m. W4UNC/R
on 442.150 (131.8). Contact Woody
Woodward, K3VSA, 4008 New Sharon
Church Rd., Hillsborough,  NC 27278;
919/732-9895; www.ncocra.org 8/09 

Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 4th
Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Community
College. Talk-in 146.985 (–) tone 100 Hz.
Nets: Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES Net on
146.985. Fri., @ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 147.390 (+)
Tone 100 Hz. Contact: Bill Greene, K4VET
704/463-1202. 8/09

Ashtabula County ARC. K. Stenback,
W8KS, 440/964-7316. Meets 3rd Tue./month-
ly, 7:30 p.m., County Vo-Ed School, Jefferson,
OH. County rptr., 146.715(–).                    7/09

Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./month-
ly, 7:30 p.m., Municipal Bldg., Clyde, OH
43410. NF8E rptr. 145.35(–) and 442.625(+)
MHz. Net Sun. 9 p.m. Info: E. Remaley,
KA8CAS. 10/09

Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O. Box 925,
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd
Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County
Court House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info:
K7AZW 541/679-9338 or 146.90(–)(PL100),
http://www.aa7gc/uvarc/index.html       12/09

RF Hill ARC meets 7:30 p.m. last
Thurs/monthly, Perkasie Fire Company, 5th
St., Perkasie, PA. Info: Jim Soete, WA3YLQ,
215/723-7294; wa3ylq@hotmail.com; www.
rfhill.ampr.org 12/09

Washington Amateur Communications
Radio Club (WACOM) meets 1st Thur/
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Washington Co. Bldg.,
100 Beau St., Washington, PA 15301. Contact
Elmer Plants, N3TIR, 724-484-0207.
145.490. www.wacomarc.org 11/09

Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. & Dec.), 7:30
p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 2501
Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: Bob,
KT4KS, 703/765-2313 or 146.655–.      10/09

San Juan County Amateur Radio Society
meets 2nd Fri./monthly 11:30 a.m., Friday
Harbor Firehouse. Serving hams throughout
the San Juan Islands, Washington, we wel-
come members and visitors to our weekly
nets, Wed. 8:00 p.m. local,  through linked
repeaters N7JN, 145.250MHz PL 133.8 Hz &
443.45MHz PL 103.5 Hz & CW @ 7:30 p.m.
local on 3710 kHz or nearby. Contact Dan
Drath, N6AU, for more information; drath
marine@rockisland.com 11/09

Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 7
p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640
Florence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701;
304/525-8890. 9/09

University ARC N7UW, University of
Wyoming, Dept. 3625, 1000 E. University
Ave., Laramie, WY 82071 meets 1st
Tues/monthly in the Wyoming Student Union
room 2 or 10 at 7:30 p.m. local time. All inter-
ested persons are welcome. johnmh@
uwyo.edu 12/09    
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Antenna Topics
by Pat Hawker, G3VA
2002 Ed. 384 pages. 
A chronological collection of 
selections of G3VA’s words 
over the years. Hundreds of 
areas and subjects are covered.

Order: RSSAT

CQ Communications Inc.
25 Newbridge Rd., Hicksville, NY 11801

516-681-2922; Fax 516-681-2926; Order Toll-Free 800-853-9797

$33.00 

HF Antenna Collection
2nd Ed., 2002. 252 pages.  

A collection of outstanding
articles and short pieces which
were published in Radio
Communication magazine.
Includes single- and multi-
element, horizontal and 
vertical antennas, extremely
small transceiving and 
receiving antennas, feeders,
tuners and much much more!

Order: RSHFAC $33.00 

Packet Radio Primer
By Dave Coomber, G8UYZ 
& Martin Croft, G8NZU
2nd Ed., 1995, 
266 pages
Detailed practical advise for 
beginners. Completely revised
and greatly expanded to cover
developments in this field and
beyond bare basics into
advanced areas such as 
satellite operations.

Order: RSPRP

HF Amateur Radio
By Ian Poole, G3YWZ
RSGB. 2007 Ed.
HF or short wave bands are one
of the most interesting areas of

amateur radio. This fully revised
and expanded 2nd edition 
discusses setting up an efficient

station, which equipment to choose, installation,
and the best antenna for your location and more. 

Order: RSHFAR

Digital Modes 
for All Occasion
By Murray Greenman,
ZL1PBPU
RSGB, 2002 Ed., 208 pages 
Simply the most “complete”
book on Digital Modes 
available. Includes over 100  
illustrations!

Order: RSDMFAC
$28.50 

$16.00 

VHF/UHF Handbook
Edited by Andy Barter, G8ATD

2nd Ed., 320 pages.
Guides you through the theory
and practice of VHF/UHF 
operating and transmission lines.
Includes info on getting started,
antennas, constructing your own
equipment, satellite ops, local 

nets and special-
ized modes.   $29.50 

Practical Wire
Antennas 2
By Ian Poole, G3YWX
2005, 176 pages.
Significantly expanded and
fully revised includes designs
for a wide range of practical
antennas.Complete and easy
to understand designs

Order: RSPWA2

Practical Antennas for Novices
By John Heys, G3BDQ
RSGB,  1st Ed., 1994,

52 pages. 
How to build simple but 
efficient antennas for each of
the Noivce bands up to 434MHz
plus ancillary equipment to
ensure they’re working.

Order: RSPAN
$14.50 $23.50 

$23.00 

Shipping and Handling: US and Possessions 

$7.00 for the first book, $3.50 for second, 

and $2 for each additional book.

FREE SHIPPING ON ORDERS OVER $100.00

(merchandise only). 

Foreign - Shipping will be calculated by order weight

and destination and added to your credit card charge.

RSGB Books from
View more RSGB Books

on our web sitewww.cq-amateur-radio.com

Click here for info on listing your club!
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CONTEST: AGCW QRP/QRP Party

DATE & TIME: 1300-1900Z 1 May

BANDS/MODE: 80 & 40M CW  

POINTS: 1 Pt. each QSO; 2 Pts. QSO with Class A sta

MULTIPLIERS: DXCC Countries

EXCHANGE: RST + Serial # + category

ENTRY CATEGORIES: A = <5W; B = 5-10W

ENTRIES: 31 May  Jo (Juergen) Mertens, DJ4EY, Am Muehlenbruch 32, D-59581

Warstein, Germany   E-mail: qrp-party@agcw.de. 

Rules at: www.agcw.org/en/?Contests:QRP-QRP-Party

CONTEST: 7th Call Area QSO Party

DATE & TIME: 1300Z 2 May - 0700Z 3 May

BANDS/MODE: 160-2M SS/CW/Digital

POINTS: 2 Pts. SS; 3 Pts. CW or Digital

MULTIPLIERS: 7th call area stas count States/Provinces/Countries; All others count

7th call area counties (259)

EXCHANGE: 7th call area stas give RST + 5-letter state/county designator; 

All others give RST + State/Province/Country

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op High, Low (<150W), QRP (<5W); Multi single

High, Low, QRP; Multi-multi; Mobile

ENTRIES: 5 June 7th Call Area QSO Party, c/o CODXC, 

61255 Ferguson Rd., Bend, OR 97702 

Cabrillo logs to:7qplogs@codxc.org (Note: Any log with 40 or more QSO's

must be submitted electronically) 

Rules at:www.codxc.com/new/Page.asp?Content=DRYLAND7S&Page=3

CONTEST: New England QSO Party

DATE & TIME: 2000Z 2 May - 0500Z 3 May & 1300Z - 2359Z 3 May

BANDS/MODE: 80-10M  SSB/CW/Digital

POINTS: 1 Pt. SSB; 2 Pts. CW/Digial

MULTIPLIERS: NE Counties: CT/8; MA/14; ME/16; NH/10; RI/5; VT/14. 

(NE sta's use States/Provinces/DXCC)

EXCHANGE: RS(T) + State/Province/DX; NE sta's give RS(T) + County/State

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op - High, Low (150W or less), QRP; 

Multi op - single XMTR

ENTRIES: 30 Days NEQP P.O. Box 3005, Framingham, MA 01705-3005 

Cabrillo to: logs@neqp.com Web page: www.neqp.org

CONTEST: MARAC County Hunters CW

DATE & TIME: 0000Z 3 May - 2359Z 4 May

BANDS/MODE: 80/40/20/15/10M SSB

POINTS: 1 Pt. fixed stations;   5 Pts. DX; 15 Pts. for U.S. mobiles and portables

operating from more than one County

MULTIPLIERS: Total of U.S. Counties (3,077)

EXCHANGE: RST + County + State (DX gives Country/Province)

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op only!

ENTRIES: 30 Days  Randy Hatt, AA8R, 7878 W. County Line Rd., Howard City, 

MI 49329    E-mail: AA8R@aol.com

Rules at: www.marac.org/ssbrules.htm

CONTEST: 10-10 International Spring CW/Digital

DATE & TIME: 0001Z 2 May - 2359Z 3 May

BANDS/MODE: 10M CW/Digital

POINTS: 1 Pt. non-member; 2 Pts 10-10 member

MULTIPLIERS: None

EXCHANGE: Call + Name + State/Country + 10-10 #

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single -op; Club; QRP

ENTRIES: 22 May  Dan Morris, KZ3T, 131 Valencia Ln., Statesville, NC 28625  

E-mail: tentencontest@roadrunner.com Web page: www.ten-ten.org

Rules: www.ten-ten.org/Forms/QSOPartyRulesRevised.pdf

CONTEST: Alessandro Volta RTTY DX

DATE & TIME: 1200Z 9 May - 1200Z 10 May

BANDS/MODE: 80-10M RTTY

POINTS: Not clear - see rules at: www.contestvolta.com/volta43.pdf

MULTIPLIERS: DXCC Countries worked each band

EXCHANGE: RST + Serial # + CQ Zone

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op, Single band; Single op, All bands; Multi op; SWL

ENTRIES: 30 June  Francesco Di Michele, I2DMI  P.O. Box 55  I-22063 Cantu  Italy  

Cabrillo to: log2009@contestvolta.it Rules at: www.contestvolta.com/volta43.pdf

CONTEST: CQ-M International DX

DATE & TIME: 2100Z 9 May - 2100Z 10 May

BANDS/MODE: 160-10M + Satellites CW/SSB/SSTV

POINTS: 1 Pt. own "P-150-C" Country 2 Pts. same continent 3 Pts. other continents

(See Web page:

www.mai.ru/~crc/crc_e/award/r150s_e.htm for P-150-C country list)

MULTIPLIERS: Each "P-150-C" country, once per band

EXCHANGE: RS(T,V) + serial #

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Too many to print! See web page; www.mai.ru/~crc/

cq-m/cqmain_e.htm for a list

ENTRIES: 30 Days  CQ-M Contest Committee  Krenkel Central Radio Club of Russia

P.O. Box 88,  Moscow, 123459 Russia  E-mail: cqm@srr.ru

CONTEST: FISTS Spring Sprint

DATE & TIME: 1700-2100Z 9 May

BANDS/MODE: 80-10M CW

POINTS: 5 Pts. member; 2 Pts. non-member

MULTIPLIERS: States/Provinces

EXCHANGE: RST + State/Province + Name + FISTS # (non-members give power)

ENTRY CATEGORIES: QRO = > 5W; QRP = <5W; Club

ENTRIES: 30 Days Dan Shepherd, N8IE,  1900 Pittsfield St., Kettering, OH 45420

Cabrillo or ASCII to: w8pig@yahoo.com Rules at: www.fists.org/sprints.html

CONTEST: EU PSK DX

DATE & TIME: 1200Z 16 May - 1200Z 17 May

BANDS/MODE: 80-10M PSK31

POINTS: 1 Pt. own Country; 2 Pts. own Continent; 3 Pts different Continents; 5 Pts.

EU sta's

MULTIPLIERS: DXCC/EU Countries per band

EXCHANGE: RS(T) + Serial #; EU sta's give RS(T) + EU area code

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single op - All band, low (<10W); Single op - All band, High

ENTRIES: 30 Days  SRARS, P.O. Box 7469  Glasgow, G42 0YD, Scotland, U.K.  

E-Mail (Cabrillo): eudx@scotham.net Web page:  http//eudx.srars.org

CONTEST: His Majesty The King of Spain

DATE & TIME: 1800Z 16 May - 1800Z 17 May

BANDS/MODE: 160-10M CW

POINTS: 1 Pt. per QSO

MULTIPLIERS: Spanish provinces in each band

EXCHANGE: RST + Serial #; EA sta’s give RS(T) + Province + Serial #

ENTRY CATEGORIES: Single-op, EA or non-EA monoband; Single-op, EA or 

non-EA multiband; Multi-op, EA or non-EA

ENTRIES: 30 Days URE HF Contests  P.O. Box 220, 28080 Madrid Spain  

E-mail: concursoshf@ure.es

Rules: www.ure.es/foreign-visitors/99-ure-contests/431-sm-el-rey-contest-

english-version.htm

CONTEST: CQ WW WPX

DATE & TIME: 0000Z 30 May - 2359Z 31 May

BANDS/MODE: 160-10M CW

POINTS: 1 Pt. Same Continent, 20/15/10M; 2 Pts. Same Continent, 160/80/40M; 

3 Pts. Other continents 20/15/10M; 6 Pts. Other Continents, 160/80/40M; 2 Pts. NA

sta's (same continent), 20/15/10M; NA sta's (same continent), 4 Pts. 160/80/40M

MULTIPLIERS: Prefixes

EXCHANGE: RS + serial #

ENTRYCATEGORIES: Rookie; Single Op - Single Band, QRP (<5W), Low

(<100W), High, Triband/Single Element; Single Op - All Band, QRP, Low, High,

Triband/Single Element;Multi Op; Single-op, assisted; Multi Op - 2 XMTR's; 

Multi Op - Multi XMTR's

ENTRIES: 1 July  CQ WPX Contest  25 Newbridge Road  Hicksville, NY 11801

Cabrillo to: cw@cqwpx.com;    Forms and rules at: www.cqwpx.com

CONTEST: MI-QRP Memorial Day Sprint

DATE & TIME: 2300Z 24 May - 0300Z 25 May

BANDS/MODE: 160-6M CW

POINTS: 2 Pts. W/VE non-members; 4 Pts. DX non-members; 5 Pts. MI-QRP members

MULTIPLIERS: States/Provinces/DXCC

EXCHANGE: RST + State/Province/Country + member number (non-members give

power)

ENTRY CATEGORIES: A = <250mW; B = 250mW-1W; C = 1W-5W; D = >5W

ENTRIES: 30 Days Hank Greeb, N8XX, 5727 11 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford, 

MI 49341-9502  E-mail: n8xx@arrl.org

Web page: www.qsl.net/miqrpclub/contest.html

CONTEST CORNER

44 WorldRadio Online, May 2009                                                                                                                                www.cq-amateur-radio.com

http://www.qsl.net/miqrpclub/contest.html
mailto:n8xx@arrl.org
http://www.cqwpx.com
mailto:cw@cqwpx.com
http://www.ure.es/foreign-visitors/99-ure-contests/431-sm-el-rey-contest-english-version.html
http://www.ure.es/foreign-visitors/99-ure-contests/431-sm-el-rey-contest-english-version.htm
mailto:concursoshf@ure.es
mailto:eudx@scotham.net
http://www.fists.org/sprints.html
mailto:w8pig@yahoo.com
mailto:cqm@srr.ru
http://www.mai.ru/~crc/cq-m/cqmain_e.htm
http://www.mai.ru/~crc/cq-m/cqmain_e.htm
http://www.mai.ru/~crc/crc_e/award/r150s_e.htm
http://www.contestvolta.com/volta43.pdf
mailto:log2009@contestvolta.it
http://www.contestvolta.com/volta43.pdf
http://www.ten-ten.org/Forms/QSOPartyRulesRevised.pdf
http://www.ten-ten.org
mailto:tentencontest@roadrunner.com
http://www.marac.org/ssbrules.htm
mailto:AA8R@aol.com
http://www.neqp.org
mailto:logs@neqp.com
http://www.codxc.com/new/Page.asp?Content=DRYLAND7S&Page=3
mailto:7qplogs@codxc.org
http://www.agcw.org/en/?Contests:QRP-QRP-Party
mailto:qrp-party@agcw.de
http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com
http://eudx.srars.org/


Ten-Tec Speech Processor
Ten-Tec recently announced the new model
715 RF Speech Processor. The model 715 is
a high-performance true RF-type speech
processor designed to operate with most mod-
ern HF amateur radio transceivers. Ten-Tec
des cribes it as follows: “RF speech process-
ing is a superior system to the traditional AF
clipping, AF compression, or RF compression
found in a typical HF transceiver for achiev-
ing the highest ratio of average-to-peak power
from an SSB transmitter.”

Features include average SSB power out-
put increase of up to 6 dB and enhanced read-
ability by stations hearing your signal, all in
an easy to install and operate unit. “This power
increase, coupled with the ability to tailor the
speech passband, can mean the difference
between a signal buried under band noise or
an intelligible, copyable signal,” according to
Ten-Tec.

The unit is installed between the micro-
phone and the microphone jack on your trans-
ceiver. Two inputs for microphones are pro-
vided: a conventional 8-pin microphone
connector that is wired the same as the 8-pin
microphone input on the Omni-VII and Orion
II transceivers (also wired the same as 8-pin
Yaesu connectors), and a second 1/8-inch
input used for direct connection of micro-
phones or headsets such as those made by Heil
Sound and others. The output connector is a
1/4-inch stereo connector. Output cables are
available for 4-pin Ten-Tec, 8-pin Ten-Tec
(also used by Yaesu), 8-pin ICOM, and 8-pin
Kenwood (also used by Elecraft).

The model 715 RF Speech Processor is
priced at $249.00 plus shipping. The price
includes one of the output cables mentioned
above (your choice). Additional output cables
are available at $35 each. For more informa-
tion or to order visit <http://radio.tentec.
com/accessories/715>.

MFJ Compact GrandMaster™ 
Cross-Needle SWR/Wattmeters

MFJ has announced four new models of the
GrandMaster™ wattmeters. Each has a 3-inch

precision illuminated cross-needle meter for
easy wide-angle viewing. “You can read
SWR, forward and reflected power all in a sin-
gle glance!” A three-color scale provides
improved readability and reliability. LED
backlighting gives excellent night vision. It
requires 13.8 VDC or 110/VAC power. Each
unit is precisely factory calibrated for accurate
measurements. Coax connectors are air-dielec-
tric SO-239 connectors with gold-plated cen-
ter pins, providing good performance to
beyond 525 MHz. A functional and simple
front-panel layout lets you select power ranges,
bands, or make SWR readings intuitively. 

The four models include the following: The
MFJ-880, which covers 1.6 to 60 MHz with a
power range from 0–2000 watts in three
ranges— 20/200/2000 watts; price is $129.95.
The MFJ-882, which covers 1.8 to 200 MHz

with a power range from 0–200 watts in three
ranges—2/20/200 watts; price is $129.95. The
MFJ-883 (photo B), which covers 125 to 525
MHz with a power range from 0–200 watts in
three ranges—2/20/200 watts; price is
$149.95. The MFJ-884, which covers 1.8 to
525 MHz (two separate HF and VHF/UHF
power sensors with SO-239 connectors) with
a power range from 0–200 watts in three
ranges—2/20/200 watts; price is $169.95. 

All of the GrandMaster™ series feature
peak and average, forward and reflected power
readings and have selectable power ranges.
Each is housed in an all-metal cabinet with rub-
ber feet and protected by a durable speckled-
black paint. A designer injection-molded grey
front panel complements any transceiver. Each
measures 51/2"W x 31/8"H x 5"D.  For more
information visit <www.mfjenterprises.com>.

NEW PRODUCTS By  Anthony  A. Luscre, K8ZT

Ten-Tec’s model 715 RF Speech Processor. MFJ’s GrandMaster™ 883 wattmeter. Each of the four in the series
has a 3-inch precision illuminated cross-needle meter for easy wide-
angle viewing.
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YOUR COMPLETE BATTERY SOURCE

Authorized Dealer
OEM Battery Packs

sales@nicdlady.com

2-way Radio � Cellular � Digital � Camcorder
Laptop � Chargers � Analyzers � Cells

HIGHER CAPACITY � HUGE SAVINGS!

Custom Assembly & Battery Rebuilding for:
• Handheld Radios • Laptop • Camcorder • Test Equipment

5000+ Batteries Online Toll Free

20585 Camino Del Sol Unit B, Riverside, CA 92508

WWW.NICDLADY.COM 800/906-6423

http://www.nicdlady.com
http://www.mfjenterprises.com
http://http://radio.tentec.com/accessories/715
http://http://radio.tentec.com/accessories/715
http://www.mfjenterprises.com
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CITY DATE CONTACT NOTES

ARIZONA
Mesa 3rd Mon Steve KY7W,

480-804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net w/i
Phoenix 4th Sat Gary Hamman, 602-996-8148, K7GH@arrl.net,

George Cooney, 602-274-6212, KQ7C@arrl.net

ARKANSAS
Harrison 2nd Sat Bob, AJ5C, 870-365-3871, aj5c@cox.net
Sherwoood 3rd Sat Daryl, N5VLZ, 501-227-9183, n5vlz@arrl.net p/r w/i ok

CALIFORNIA
Highland 5/16 Ed , WU6I, 909-864-0155, wu6i@arrl.net p/rw/I ok
Lake Isabella 2nd Sat Mike, KA6IYS, 760-378-1028 w/i pref
Long Beach 3rd Sat Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 p/r
Manteca/Tracy 4th Sat David, N5FDL, 209-835-6893, 

n5dfl@arrl.net p/r
Mission Viejo 5/18 Ernie Senser, W6ETS, 949-458-2504, w6ets@aoara.org,

www.soara.org p/r pref.
Napa 5/3 /Rich Rau, 07-252-6276, ko6r@arrl.net w/i pref
Redwood City 5/16 Al, WB6IMX@arrl.net, 

www.amateur-radio.org w/i
Sacramento Hotline! 916-492-6115, n6na@arrl.org
Santa Rosa Hotline! Hotline-Recording 707-579-9608 w/i ok
Sebastopol Hotline! Recording 707-579-9608
Sunnyvale 5/9 Gordon, W6NW, Sv@amateur-radio.org, 

www.amateur-radio.org w/i

FLORIDA
Melbourne 1st Sat John, AA8IS@earthlink.net, 321-412-2779 w/i ok
North Port Call Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941-426-0214 w/ipref.
St. Pete Call Mark, NP3R, 727-528-0071 w/i pref.

HAWAII
Oahu Call Lee, KH6BZF, 808-247-0587, 808-551-3494, 

leewical@aol.com p/r

ILLINOIS
Aurora 3rd Tues Fox River Radio League, Doug, W9RD,

ve@frrl.org, www.frrl.org w/i pref.
Bolingbrook 3rd Sat Dale, W9KHX, 815-723-3332 w/i ok
Burr Ridge Any Day Argonne ARC, W9DS, 630-986-0061 p/r
Roselle 2nd Tues Sam Baribeau, W9SFB, 630-894-0708,

W9SFB@aol.com p/r

INDIANA
Richmond 5/2 Mike Chambers, 765-439-4230, w1idx@arrl.net w/i
South Bend 3rd Mon Alan, NY9A, 574-232-6883 p/r

IOWA
Vinton 5/28 Al Hammond, k0hwe@inav.net, 319-446-7570 p/r pref.
Vinton 3rd Thurs   Ken, NØEGV, 319-223-5739 p/r pref.

KANSAS
Salina 2nd Wed Sid Ashen-Brenner, NØOBM, n0obm@arrl.net, 

785-823-6560 w/i or p/r

MASSACHUSETTS
Brookline 2nd Mon Dick Doherty, KA1TUZ, 617-527-2968,

ka1tuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org w/i ok
Chelmsford 2nd Wed Bruce, w1lus@att.net w/i

MINNESOTA
Apple Valley 2nd Thur   Jim, NØOA, 612-384-7709, N0OA@arrl.net p/r pref.

CITY DATE CONTACT NOTES

MISSISSIPPI
Harrison County 1st Sat Don, W5DJW, 228-868-5670, w/i ok

donw5djw@bellsouth.net

NEW JERSEY
Bellmawr 3rd Thurs Diane, N2LCQ, 609-227-6281 p/r
Roselle 5/23 Gerry, AA2ZJ, 732-283-2795, aa2zj@arrl.net

NEW YORK
Canandaigua 1st Wed Squaw Island ARC, David A. Foster,

585-398-0216, D1161F@aol.com w/i
Canandaigua 1st Wed David Foster, 585-398-0216, www.siarc.us w/i
Yonkers 5/3 Paul, AC2T, 914-237-5589, w2yrc@hotmail.com,

www.yarc.org w/i ok
OHIO
Cincinnati 1st Sat Dale, KC8HJL, 513-769-0789 p/r pref
Independence 5/10 Gary Dewey, NI8Z, 216-642-8705 p/r pref
Sandusky 5/19 Luther, N8HC, 419-684-7864, n8hc@arrl.net p/r

OREGON
Astoria Call! AA7OA, 503-338-3333 p/r
Bend Weds Joe, K7SQ, 541-385-3152 p/r
Grant Pass 5/22 Bill Tyner, WX7U, 541-476-2703 w/i

goodgrendl@gmail.com
Lincoln City 1st Sat Carl, w7i@arrl.net, 503-965-7575 w/i ok
McMinnville Call! Mark, AC7ZQ, 503-843-3580 w/i only
Sisters Call! Dave, N7TYO, 541-549-7831 p/r
Tigard Call! John, KS0F, 503-626-7399 p/r

PENNSYLVANIA
Erie 3rd Sat Ron, KB3QBB, 814-833-6829,

kb3qbb@arrl.com, www.wattsburg-wireless.us p/r
Pittsburgh 5/9 Bob Benna, N3LWP, 412-366-0488, 

n3lwp@verizon.net

PUERTO RICO
San Juan Last Sat Hotline: 787-789-4998, prarl@prarl.org w/i

SOUTH CAROLINA
Charleston 3rd Wed Robert Johnson, ae4rj@amsat.org; 

www.qsl.net/wa4usn/ w/i

VIRGINIA
Alexandria 2nd Sat John, WZ4A, 703-971-3905, wz4a@arrl.net w/i
Stafford 2nd Sun   Bart, N3GQ, 540-373-4506, n3gq@arrl.net,

www.qsl.net/semcomm p/r

WASHINGTON
Tacoma 2nd Tues Radio Club of Tacoma, 253-759-2040, www.w7dk.org
Vancouver Hotline! CCARC, 360-896-8909 p/r

WISCONSIN
Racine 1st Sat Robert, W0WLN, 262-886-8551 w/i pref
Sheboygan Cty 5/19 Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920-876-2370, k9xj@arrl.net w/i or p/r
Tomahawk Last Sat Terry, KB9AUP, 715-453-4633, 

dcollins@newnorth.net w/i ok

VE EXAMS

As a service to our readers, WorldRadio Online presents a feature listing of those VE exams, times and locations which are sent
to us. Please remember that our deadline for publication is two months in advance. For example, if your VE group is schedul-
ing an exam for December, please have the information to us by October 1st. World Radio Online, VE Exams, 25 Newbridge
Road, Hicksville, NY 11801 .List the location (city and state), any information examinees should have (advance registration,
etc.) and the name of the person to contact for further information. Examinees should bring their original license (along with a
photo copy), two forms of identification (at least one should be a photo), and required fee.

p/r pref. = pre-register preferred but w/i OK w/i  = walk-in only
p/r = pre-registration only-no w/i w/i pref.  = w/i preferred to p/r

Add your local VE Exam information 

to this FREE monthly listing! 

Click here for posting information.
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T
here is an old saying that tells us, "Every person with a
driving license believes that they are a very good driver
and that other drivers have a lot to learn".

Isn't that the truth? 
We all like to think we are good at just about everything that

we do. Other people think of themselves in exactly the same
way, because that is human nature. The problem is that we can't
all be correct, can we? Even though I have been driving a car
since I have been a sophomore in high school, those decades of
driving experience don't necessarily mean that I drive better
than everyone else. After all, I may have some bad driving habits
that I have picked up over the years. I may not recognize my
own bad habits because of my assumption that I am a good dri-
ver. All those people flashing their headlights and honking their
horns at me just because I am driving on the wrong side of the
road while talking on my cellular phone and playing the banjo
don't know a good driver when they see one!

Okay, that's a little extreme, but the same thing can happen
in amateur radio. How many people have you heard on the air
proclaiming that someone else is a poor operator, has done
something wrong, doesn't know what they are doing, should
never have gotten a license, and so on? Oddly enough, these
same operators who complain so loudly often times have rather
poor operating habits themselves. You can be licensed for many
years, even decades, and still not have a clue that your operat-
ing technique leaves a bit to be desired. One wise amateur radio
operator once told me that there is a big difference between hav-
ing 10 years of experience on the air and having one year of
experience 10 times over. What he meant by that was that some
people simply do the same thing over and over again, never
venturing forth to learn new things or to really improve their
operating techniques.

Now, I am not going to claim that I am a genius at self-real-
ization, which is to say really understanding myself and know-
ing for sure what I do correctly and realizing where I need to
make some improvements. But one thing I do know for sure is
that as certainly as I am not the world's best driver, I am also
not the world's best amateur radio operator, and just knowing
that helps me keep an open mind to learning new things, espe-
cially things that will make me a better radio operator.

It's still hard to improve on "The Amateur's Code", which you
can find on the ARRL website:http://www.arrl.org/acode.html

Thanks to the members of the Handiham Radio Club, you
will have an opportunity to learn how to be a better amateur
radio operator. You can check into the regular Wednesday 
night Handiham EchoLink net and… lucky you: The first
Wednesday of each month, the theme of the net is one of learn-
ing and training!

Although the primary focus is on how to be a good, even
great, net control station, most of the same operating techniques
that make a good net control will also apply to normal, day-to-
day amateur radio communications. Please join us and check
in or simply listen in, as you see fit:

When: 
• Wednesday evenings at 20:30 hours USA Eastern Daylight

Time (8:30 pm)
• 17:30 hours USA Pacific Daylight Time (5:30 pm)
• GMT: Thursday morning at 01:30 Z
Where:
• 145.450 MHz N0BVE repeater (Minneapolis-St. Paul) 
• Node 89680 (EchoLink worldwide) 
• IRLP node 9008 (Vancouver BC reflector) 
• WIRES system number 1427
Everyone is welcome. You do not need to be a member and

the net is relaxed, friendly, and informal. It is only a training
net on the first Wednesday of each month. The other
Wednesdays are simply regular social net nights. You can check
in each week, and if you feel brave enough, offer to take the net
control position. 

If you make a mistake, so what? We are all learning to drive,
so to speak. Better to learn in an informal setting with your
friends than to make those mistakes on a traffic net in an emer-
gency situation!

Find out more about the non-profit Handiham System, whose
mission is to help people with disabilities earn their amateur
radio licenses and be great operators:

http://handiham.org
Courage Center Handiham System
3915 Golden Valley Road
Golden Valley, MN  55422
Toll-Free: 1-866-426-3442
hamradio@couragecenter.org

WITH THE HANDIHAMS

I'm a Good Driver and You're Not
By Patrick Tice, WAØTDA 

wa0tda@arrl.net
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K
rusty Olde Kurt likes to get questions from readers.
They almost all are thoughtful and bring up points about
antennas that interest all readers. Here is a recent one:

“Is it possible to find the efficiency of an antenna by using,
for example, the MFJ antenna analyzer and a SWR/power meter
that shows forward and reflected power? Also, what are the
equations and parameters involved in finding the efficiency of
an antenna above average ground? I am currently using a 51-
foot G5RV with 14-foot 300-ohm twin lead to 50 feet of RG8X,
then a tuner. Both legs are 10-feet above the ground. The anten-
na is operated on 30 meters through 6 meters.”

The quick answer is that no, you cannot find the efficiency
with an antenna analyzer or with an SWR/power meter. Here's
why: Efficiency is defined as output power divided by input
power. With your power meter, you can only find the input
power. In addition, unless you put your meter right at the
antenna, you don't know exactly the power going into the
antenna. There will be some losses in the tuner, the coax, and
the twin lead.  

Measuring the output power radiated from the antenna is a
very difficult problem. If you could enclose it in a giant spher-
ical enclosure, and could measure all the power going through
the sphere, you could find the radiated power.  A common mea-
surement method is to set up a dipole antenna, which we know
to be almost 100 percent efficient, and measure its field strength
at a distance. Then put the antenna whose efficiency we want
know in its place and measure its field strength. If both anten-
nas are dipoles, for example, a dipole and a G5RV, we can get
a good idea of the efficiency.  

But even this is not 100% accurate because, depending on the
lengths of the antennas, they may not have the same radiation
pattern. On some frequencies, the G5RV may radiate a lot of
power in a direction different from the direction we are mea-
suring. If so, there would be less radiation in the measurement
direction and we would conclude that it was less efficient than
it really is. 

Another way to measure efficiency is to measure the heat radi-
ated from the antenna. This works on the principle of conser-
vation of energy. If you put power into an antenna, it does not
disappear. Either it is radiated or it is turned into heat. If you
measure the heat radiated from the antenna you then know the
losses. Subtract the heat loss from the input power and you now
know the radiated power. The radiated power divided by the
input power then gives you the efficiency. 

The problem here is measuring the heat radiated. You can
imagine a UHF antenna enclosed in a sphere where you can
measure the temperature rise. But, you can't imagine a sphere
in your back yard big enough to enclose your 40 meter beam

and also imagine paying for the insulation to keep the wind and
the outside temperature from influencing your results.

Kurt hates to bring bad news, but he thinks that it is not prac-
tical to measure the efficiency of your backyard antenna. He
also suggests that you not worry about it, if it is a full size hor-
izontal antenna. A horizontal antenna has very little ground loss-
es, especially if it is up in the air a reasonable distance. If you
make it of #18 or larger copper wire, the losses in the wire will
be low. If you keep it away from trees that can absorb RF and
from structures such as your house then you have an antenna
that is nearly 100% efficient.  You can't do better than that.

Dipole Radials
A reader says, “I understand the importance of grounding with

vertical antennas, but I have a question about other “balanced”
antennas. I use a folded dipole with a low power transceiver.
The antenna is fed from the balanced line output of an antenna
tuner. I've had good luck without an explicit ground, but gen-
erally have a long cable to the battery, which may supply coun-
terpoise. Can you comment on the use of a ground and its posi-
tion in this circumstance? I assume there are no radials for this
kind of antenna.”

The reason that radials are so important for vertical anten-
nas is that ground (and the radials) is the return path for anten-
na currents. We have to make this return path have low loss-
es and therefore we use radials. The radials are much less lossy
than ground.

Horizontal antennas do not need this return current because
the antenna is “balanced.” The current that, in a vertical flows
into the ground, flows into the other half of the antenna. There
is no need for ground. That does not mean that the presence of
ground does not affect radiation from a horizontal antenna.
There are two ways that radiation from the horizontal antenna
reaches the distant receiver. One is the direct ray that leaves the
antenna toward the distant receiver. The other is the reflected
ray that leaves the antenna, is reflected from the ground, and
then joins the other ray on its journey to the receiver. The
strength of the resultant ray is affected by ground losses on
reflection.

The reflections take place so far from the antenna that is usu-
ally is not practical to use radials. And the losses are not great
anyway.  The best way to get best radiation efficiency at the low
angles you want for distant communication is to raise the anten-
na higher above ground. This reduces ground losses and
improves low angle radiation.

Although a ground is not needed for a horizontal antenna to
function, it is desirable to provide a ground path for lightning
induced transient currents. Krusty Olde Kurt kovered this sub-
ject in a recent kolumn.

AERIALS

Antenna Efficiency
Kurt N. Sterba
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WANTED: OLD QSL CARD COLLEC-

TIONS Collector looking for U.S. and DX
cards for historical projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird
Terrace, Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail:
tpllrs@comcast.net. 0109-0110

CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY

RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame 
and proven achievements added on 
request. Send SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St.
East, Lancaster, CA 93535-1802 to get data
sheet. F00

WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980

MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro-
computer journals, newsletters and advertis-
ing literature. KK4WW, P.O. Box 179, Floyd,
VA 24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322.
108-x09

BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over
400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. 
DX-ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O.
Box 1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934;
w4het@aol.com. xxx

FOR SALE: CQ/HAM RADIO/QST/73 mag-
azines and binders. SASE brings data sheet.
W6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster,
CA 93535-1802. F00

ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiv-
ing, military obsolete...all types. Large 
inventory. Fast delivery. DAILY ELEC-
TRONICS, P.O. Box 822437, Vancouver,
WA 98682-0053; 360/896-8856, 800/346-
6667, fax 360/896-5476; e-mail: daily@
worldaccessnet.com; website: www.daily
electronics.net. 908-909

FOR SALE: REPEATERS, HARDLINE,

GOOD STUFF. See our website: www.
GNARC.org. Greater Norwalk Amateur
Radio Club 109-210

EMBROIDERED HAM RADIO HATS:

Name, call sign, QTH - $14.99. DAN L.
WARNER/HOTPRESS, 20406 Rhodo -
dendron Dr. E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391;
800/862-1221; www.hotpresstshirts.com

508-509

www.SecondHandRadio.com

Sell - Trade - Swap 309-809

Looking to buy, sell 

or trade an item?

List your item here!

Click here for Mart 
advertising info!
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The Complete DXer
Third Edition

The joy of the chase, the agony of
defeat, the thrill of victory are the
stuff of The Complete DXer, a book
that is almost as seductive as the
DX chase it describes. It excites, it
entertains, it teaches!

Order: COMPDXer
$19.95 

2009 World Radio TV Handbook
Up-to-date information on mediumwave,
shortwave, and FM broadcasts and
broadcasters. Includes articles of 
interest to both listeners and DXers,
reviews of the latest equipment, maps
with SW transmitter sites and much,
much more!

Order No. WRTH$29.95
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*Shipping & Handling: U.S. & Possessions-add $7 for the first item, $3.50 for the second and $2 for each additional item. FREE shipping on orders over $100.  
*For a single CQ Calendar -  U.S. & Possessions add only $2 Shipping and Handling.

All Foreign Shipping & Handling - calculated by order weight and destination and added to your credit card charge.

Heathkit - A Guide to
the AR Products 
by Chuck Penson, WA7ZZE

This greatly expanded Second
Edition is a must for collectors and
Ham history buffs! Pick up this
328-page volume and you won’t be
able to put it down!

Order No. HEATHKIT $29.95

The Short Vertical
Antenna & Ground Radial
by Jerry Sevick, W2FMI

Small but solid guide walks you through
the design and installation of 
inexpensive, yet effective short HF 
vertical antennas. If antenna restrictions are a 
problem? This book could keep you on the air!

Order No. SVERT  

The NEW Shortwave
Propagation Handbook
by W3ASK, N4XX & K6GKU

A comprehensive source of HF 
propagation principles, sunspots
ionospheric predictions, with 
photos, charts and tables galore!

Order No. SWP $19.95

MIL SPEC Radio Gear
Korean War To Present Day
by Mark Francis, KIØPF

Detailed write-ups for many 
familiar sets: PRC-25/-77, RT-68,
PRC-1099, GRC-106, GRR-5, 
R-392 and more Over 230 pages
of operation, modification, and

maintenance tips and information, including 200+
illustrations.

$27.95Order No.MILSPEC 

Ham Radio Magazine on CD 
Brought to you by CQ & ARRL
Enjoy quick and easy access 
to every issue of this popular 
magazine, broken down 
by years!

Three sets, each containing 4 CDs -

1968-1976 Order No. HRCD1 $59.95
1977-1983 Order No. HRCD2 $59.95
1984-1990 Order No. HRCD3 $59.95
Buy All 3 Sets and Save $29.90!

Order No. HRCD Set $149.95

W6SAI HF Antenna
Handbook
by Bill Orr, W6SAI

Inexpensive, practical antenna
projects that work! Guides you
through the building of wire,

loop,Yagi & vertical antennas. 

Order No. W6SAI  $19.95

$10.00

CQ Ham Radio Welcome Pak
Includes 3 programs:
Ham Radio Horizons
Getting Started in Ham Radio
Getting Started in VHF

Order # DVDHR

CQ VHF Specialty Pak
Includes 3 programs:
Getting Started in Satellites
Getting Started in VHF
Getting Started in Packet

Order # DVDVHF

CQ HF Specialty Pak
Includes 2 programs:
Getting Started in DXing
Getting Started in Contesting

Order # DVDHF

1 Pak for $24.95; 2 Paks for $45.95; 
3 Paks for $65.95

Buy any combination and save!

“Getting Started” DVD Paks
Our renowned Getting Started videos 
have been grouped together on DVDs!

1 - $24.952 - $45.953 - $65.95

Passport to World Band Radio
2009 Edition

The world’s #1 selling shortwave
guide! Have the world at your 
fingertips! You’ll find in depth details
on what to buy and where to tune.

Order No. PASS $22.95 

McCoy on Antennas
by Lew McCoy, W1ICP
Unlike many technical publications,
Lew presents his invaluable 
antenna information in a casual,
non-intimidating way for anyone! 

Order No.MCCOY

$17.95

The Vertical Antenna
Handbook

by Paul Lee, N6PL
Learn basic theory and practice 
of the vertical antenna. Discover 
easy-to-build construction projects.

Order No. VAH 

Understanding, Building & Using
Baluns & Ununs
by Jerry Sevick, W2FMI
The successor to the popular
and authoritative Baluns and
Ununs.  Great deal of new 
tutorial material, and designs not
in previous book, with crystal
clear explanations of how and
why they  work.

Order No. 2BU $19.95

The Quad Antenna

by Bob Haviland, 
W4MB
A comprehensive guide to the
construction, design and 
performance of Quad Antennas.

Order No. QUAD   $19.95

33 Simple Weekend Projects

by Dave Ingram, K4TWJ
Do-it-yourself electronics projects from
the most basic to the fairly 
sophisticated.  You’ll find: station
accessories for VHF FMing, working
OSCAR satellites, fun on HF, trying
CW, building simple antennas, even a

complete working HF station you can build for $100.
Also includes practical tips and techniques on how
to create your own electronic projects.

Order No. 33PROJ $17.95

CQ books, cds, & dvds! BBBBaaaacccckkkk    bbbbyyyy    PPPPooooppppuuuullllaaaarrrr     DDDDeeeemmmmaaaannnndddd!!!!SSSSoooommmmeeee    ooooffff     CCCCQQQQ’’’’ssss    ffffaaaavvvvoooorrrr iiii tttteeee    bbbbooooooookkkkssss....

CQ Amateur Radio 
Operators Calendar
15 month calendar (1/09 - 3/10)
include dates of important Ham
Radio events, meteor showers,
phases of the moon and other
astronomical info, plus important
and popular holidays.

Spectacular images of some of the
biggest, most photogenic shacks, antennas, scenics
& personalities. 

Order HRCAL $10.95    $8.95

SALE!

$19.95 
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